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Letter from the President
Cynthia C. Kelly,
President of the Ato mic Heritage Fo undation
Investing $2 billion to build an
atomic bomb in the midst of World
War II was a serious gamble. While
physicists understood that enormous energy was released when an
atom was split, harnessing that energy was an immensely complex
challenge. The odds of accomplishing this feat before the end of the
war were slim.
When General Groves decided to
choose Oppenheimer to lead the project, most who knew Oppenheimer
were skeptical of this choice, noting
his lack of management experience
and theoretical rather than practical bent. However, Oppenheimer
quickly proved himself to be a superb manager and intuitive problem-solver.
In just 27 months, the atomic

bomb was successfully designed,
built and delivered. The government’s $2 billion gamble paid off,
bringing an end to World War II
and establishing the United States
as a Superpower.
Preserving some of the tangible
properties of the Manhattan Project
continues to face long odds. Across
the nation, most of the remaining
properties from the Manhattan Project are slated to be demolished as
part of the environmental cleanup of
the nuclear weapons complex.
To understand world politics,
economics and society today, we
must understand the history of the
atomic bomb and its legacy. Having
some of the tangible remains of the
Manhattan Project will help the

public experience the enormity and
path-breaking nature of the effort
and come to terms with its resounding impact on our lives.
The odds against preservation
may be long, but this is too important a chapter of history to abandon.
The Atomic Heritage Foundation is
forging partnerships to preserve the
Manhattan Project history and help
people better understand the world
we live in. We hope that you will
join us in this endeavor.
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Our Mission: Preserving the Manhattan Project & Probing Its Legacy

The Atomic Heritage Foundation is a
nonprofit corporation committed to
public education and interpretation of
the Manhattan Project and the Atomic
Age. In his “Atoms for Peace” speech to
the United Nations in December 1953,
President Dwight D. Eisenhower
stressed that every citizen of the world
should have some comprehension of
the power and potential of atomic energy as it is “of the utmost significance
to every one of us.”
These words are equally true today as
world politics revolve around nuclear
weapons development and many other
facets of life, from medical treatment to
outer space exploration, involve nuclear energy. In keeping with the
spirit of Eisenhower’s message, the
Atomic Heritage Foundation’s primary
objectives are to preserve the history of
the Manhattan Project and the Atomic
Age and help the public understand
anits significance for the twenty-first
century.
The Manhattan Project, the top-secret
effort in World War II to make an
atomic bomb, has long been “largely
invisible” to the American public. Enshrouded in secrecy for nearly sixty
years, most of the Manhattan Project
laboratories and production facilities at
Los Alamos, New Mexico, Oak Ridge,
Tennessee, and Hanford, Washington,
are primarily “behind the fence,” where
only those with security clearances are
allowed. Out of public view, few people
are aware that dozens of Manhattan
Project properties now await demolition.

for weighing the scientific, technical,
political, social and ethical issues that
are the legacy of the Manhattan Project. At each site, some of the original
properties and first-of-a-kind equipment will provide the public a glimpse
of the scientific and engineering challenges of the enormous wartime effort.

The Manhattan Project has become
shorthand for an intensive effort to
tackle a seemingly insurmountable problem. What were the keys to its success?
Could we launch another “Manhattan
Project?” A national traveling exhibit,
with related educational and other pro-

grams, will provide the public a better
basis for answering these questions.
Utilizing Internet capabilities and distance learning, visitors will be able to
access a variety of exhibits and educational programs. These programs will
incorporate lectures, special exhibits,
theatrical productions, and other
events that draw from the resources of
the national laboratories, area universities, repertory theaters and other institutions. The Atomic Heritage Foundation is working with each of the
three major sites and many partnering
organizations to realize this vision.

The Atomic Heritage Foundation is
exploring ways to preserve some of the
remains of the Manhattan Project and
engage the public in understanding its
significance and legacy for the 21st
century. The vision is to create a national network of museums, traveling
exhibits, educational programs and
other resources that will build upon An Architect’s Proposal for Restoration of the “Little Boy” Site at Los Alamos, NM.
The site could be restored as a conference facility and interpretive center for the
the history of the Manhattan Project
Manhattan Project at Los Alamos.
and provide the public a better basis
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Report to the Department of Energy/National Nuclear Security Administration

Preserving the Remains of the Manhattan Project
Submitted August 3, 2004
The Atomic Heritage Foundation submitted a report to the
Department of Energy on August 3, 2004, entitled
“Preserving the Remains of the
Manhattan Project.” The report
presents priorities for action including for two of the most significant remaining properties
that are threatened with decommissioning and demolition. The
report is available at www.
atomicheritage.org.
Taking steps now to preserve
the threatened resources of the
Manhattan Project is essential.
Otherwise there may be little
tangible evidence of the developments that brought an end to
World War II and changed the
course of human history. The
report highlights some urgent
issues and funding needs for
preserving some properties, artifacts and other aspects of the
Manhattan Project.
In order to fulfill the requirements in the 2002 Appropriations Act (H. R. 107-258), in August 2002 the Department of
Energy awarded a grant to the
Atomic Heritage Foundation to
develop a plan for preserving the
history of the Manhattan Project. An interim version of the
plan was published in June
2003. Because studies were underway on several significant
Manhattan Project properties,
the Department of Energy
granted the Atomic Heritage
Foundation a one-year extension
to incorporate the results of
those studies and produce an
updated report.
·
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This report focuses on important ened because of lack of funds for
preservation and funding deci- curation and proper storage.
sions including:
·
·The Manhattan Project National Historical Park Site
Study Act of 2003 (S. 1687 and
H.R. 3207): This study will identify alternatives to the Department of Energy’s stewardship of
its significant Manhattan Project
resources. If alternatives are not
Aerial view of K-25 plant at Oak Ridge
found, the B Reactor at Hanford
and other icons of the Manhattan
Project will be destroyed within The K-25 Gaseous Diffusion
the next few years.
Plant: A most urgent decision is
whether to preserve the North
·Oral Histories of Manhattan End and some of the “footprint” of
Project Veterans: Each year the K-25 gaseous diffusion plant.
more Manhattan Project veterans In April 2005, contractors will beare dying and the need to inter- gin the $400 million process of deview and record their histories is stroying the entire facility by
increasingly urgent.
2008.
In 2005, the world will recognize
the 60th anniversary of the end of
World War II. An investment towards the preservation goals outlined in the report would be a fitting tribute to those who worked
“on the home front” for our nation’s security and the end of the
war. Estimates for the funding
needed for FY 2005 ($16.6 million) and subsequent years ($71
million) are presented in Appendix A of the report.

Roger Rohrbacher, Hanford Veteran
Salvaging Important Artifacts:
First-of-a-kind equipment and artifacts, archival photographs and
other Manhattan Project documents are being lost or threat-

The report is a “work in progress”
and will be updated as better data
are available and further decisions are made at each site and
nationally. The Atomic Heritage
Foundation will publish periodic
updates and welcomes comments.
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$1 million in FY 2004 from Congress
Congress appropriated
$1,000,000 in FY 2004
for the Atomic Heritage Foundation to preserve the properties,
equipment, and other
aspects of the history
and legacy of the Manhattan Project.
Working with Federal,
State and local governments and private and
nonprofit
organizations, the Atomic Heritage Foundation’s goal
is to leverage these
funds to the maximum
extent possible.
The
Foundation will seek
opportunities
for
matching support from
foundations, corporations, individuals and
other potential sources
of funds.
The funds are to enable
the Atomic Heritage
Foundation and its
partners to take priority actions including
capturing oral histories, identifying artifacts and documents
for preservation, devel-

oping museum exhibitions and documentary
films. The goal is to
save the rich scientific
and technological heritage of the Manhattan
Project history for future generations before
it is lost.

Oak Ridge, TN:
• Capture the oral
histories of the men
and women who were
involved in the Manhattan Project and
early Cold War and
Atomic Age history, including women, AfroAmericans and other
minorities.

• Develop exhibits to
be used in the American Museum of Science
and Energy, as well as
in national exhibits on
Examples of the kinds the Manhattan Project.
of projects include:
Hanford, WA:
Los Alamos, NM:
• Capture on video
• Restore the Oppen- and complete editing
heimer house, in part- of oral histories of
nership with the Los Manhattan
Project
Alamos Historical Soci- and veterans of the
ety and the Los Alamos Hanford site.
National Laboratory;
• Develop exhibits on
• Investigate the fea- the Manhattan Project
sibility of ensuring that history for the B Reacother houses used by tor museum and the
the top-echelon scien- Hanford Reach Natists and military lead- tional
Monumen t
ers become part of the Heritage and Visitors
public domain.
Center.

List of Contributors
The Atomic Heritage Foundation
has benefited from the generosity
of the following corporations and
individuals:
$1,000,000 and up
National Nuclear Security Administration

$250,000 and up
Department of Energy, Idaho

$50,000 and up
M. J. Murdoch Charitable Trust
Argonne National Laboratory
Crystal Trust

$25,000 and up
Bechtel National
DuPont Company
Los Alamos County
Los Alamos National Bank

$10,000 and up
Bechtel BWXT Idaho, LLC
Bechtel Foundation
The Washington Group, Inc.

$5,000 and up
British Nuclear Fuel Ltd.
Com. Edison (Exelon Nuclear)
Idaho National Engineering and
Environmental Laboratory
(INEEL)
Wackenhut

$1,000 and up
Catherine Allen, Bechtel Nevada,
Hans Bethe, Andrew Brown, EXCEL Services, Florida Power & Lg.
Brian Grimes, Leonard Koch, Project Performance, Paul and Deanne
Shatz, University of California, and
others.
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The Foundation’s Major Projects
M . J. M urdoc h and S ave Ame ri ca’ s Tr eas ur es Gr an ts f or I d ah o M use um E xh i bi ts
( Januar y 2004 )
In Ja nuary, t he M. J. Murdoch Charita ble Tr ust aw arded t he Found ation $150,000 to develop
muse um ex hibit s and ed ucatio nal mate rial s on t he e arly hi story o f nuclear re acto r develop ment.
Wit h mat c hi ng fund s f ro m a Save Ame rica’s Tre asure s grant,
t he Atom ic Herit age Fo undatio n i s developi ng

ex hibit s at t he

Expe rime nt al Breede r Re acto r - I ( EBR-I) Buildi ng and co mpleme ntary ex hibit s at t he Muse um of Ida ho i n Idaho Fall s, Id aho.
The ex hibit s will i ncl ude fir st - hand acco unt s o f t he me n and
w ome n w ho wor ked on t he EBR- I, first re ac tor to prod uce usable quantitie s of elect ricity (De c. 20, 1953), and t he fifty-t wo
experime nt al re acto rs t hat were b uil t over t he next twe nty
years.

Ex hi bit s will help vi sitor s underst and why t he Ato mic

Ene rgy Co mmi ssio n c ho se t he si te for it s Nuc lear Re acto r Te sti ng St atio n and ho w thi s wo rk transfo rmed t he regio n f rom an
agric ult ural community to an i nte rnationally sig nifi cant center
f or science and tec hnology.

Interactive kio sk s a nd displ ays

w ill hig hlig ht mile sto ne s fro m t he e arly hi sto ry of ato mic
po wer and t he nucle ar Navy as well as address f ut ure c halle nge s.

F i lm : The Race for Atom ic Power (20 04)
The Fo undatio n has beg un fil mi ng a seq uel to Nuclear Pio neers, which wa s completed i n April
20 04. The Ra ce For At omic Powe r will explain t he achieveme nt s o f t he fi r st two dec ade s of nuclea r
re actor expe rime nt s i n Ida ho. The adv ances ac hieved duri ng t he remarkable ea rly years p rovided a
bl uepri nt for com merci al re acto rs wo rldwide.

Unde r t he dire ctio n of t he Ato mi c Energy Co mmis-

sion, multiple pro ject s w ere r un i n p arallel by t he Argonne Natio nal Laboratory a nd t he U.S. Nav y
w it h We sti ng ho use, Ge ne ral Ele ctric, Be c htel, Philip s Petro le um, and ot he r pio nee ri ng co mp anie s.
T he fil m will p ut a human face o n t he story t hro ug h i nterview s wit h so me of t he scienti st s, e ngi neer s, a nd ot he r co nt ri butors.

Wit h expl ana tory g rap hi cs and doc ument ary p hotog rap hs, t he film

w ill help t he p ublic appreci ate t he challe nge s t hat were co nfro nted i n de sig ni ng and te sti ng t he
f ir st nucle ar re acto r s and ho w the wo rk i n Id aho profo undly i nfl uenc ed the developme nt of nuclea r
e ne rgy wo rldwide.

Ha nfo rd’s Se cret Wa rtim e Mi s sion (1942 -1945)
To be prem iered o n Octobe r 8, 2004, thi s docume nt ary fil m
chro nicle s t he story o f t he Manhatt an Project at Ha nford w her e
t he wo rld’ s fi rst pluto ni um prod uctio n facilitie s we re b uilt
alo ng the Col um bi a Rive r in easte r n Washi ngto n state. The unde rtaki ng pai red t he University o f Chicago’s te am o f ext rao rdi nary p hy si ci st s led by Enrico Fer mi wit h t he DuPo nt co mpany’ s
ind ust rial expe rti se.

The film sho ws t he dete rmi natio n, co m-

mitme nt, and scienti fic i ngenuity t hat over ca me t he see mi ngly
impo ssible task o f prod uci ng pl uto ni um fo r the “ Fat Man” bo mb,
which was d ropped o n Nag asaki o n Aug ust 9, 1945.
Final construction of B-Reactor
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The Foundation’s Major Projects
M anha ttan Pro jec t Nati onal His tori c Park St ud y Ac t
On Wed nesday, April 28, 2004, t he Se nate Co mmittee o n Energy and Nat ural Reso urce s vote d
unanimo usly to p ass S. 1687, “The Manhatt an Pro ject Natio nal Histo ric Par k St udy Act o f 2003,” a bill to autho rize a Speci al Re source
St udy on t he pote nti al for incl udi ng t he Manhattan Project site s in t he
Natio nal Park Sy stem.

Legi slatio n a utho rizi ng t he st udy is co-

spo nso red by Se nators Bi ngam an (D-NM), Cantwell (D - WA), Do meni ci
(R-NM) and Murray (D-WA) in t he Se nate (S. 1687) and Co ng re ssman
Hasting s (R-WA) and Tom Ud all (D-NM) in t he Ho use (H. R. 3207). At
he ari ng s held by t he Se nate o n Marc h 11, 2004, Ms. Kelly te sti fied ,
“ The legi slatio n i s urgently needed to e nsure t hat some of t he origi nal
Manhatt an Pro ject prope rtie s are pre se rved as part o f t he Natio nal
Park Sy ste m.

The Manhatt a n Pro ject had a profo und i nfl ue nce o n

Am eri can and wo rld hi sto ry and le ft an i ndeli ble leg acy fo r t he 21s t
ce nt ury.

Fro m fi r st -o f- a- ki nd i nd ustri al fa cilitie s and e quipment to

‘ Alp habet’ ho use s, t here sho uld be so me tangi ble evide nce of t his mo nume ntal undertaki ng t ha t
c hanged t he co ur se o f world hi story for fut ure ge ne r atio ns.” As of Aug ust 12, 2004, t he legi sl atio n
w as aw aiti ng actio n by t he Se nate.

A Case f or Histo ric Pre servation: O ppen hei mer’s Hou se
In Janua ry 2003, t he Ato mic He ritage Fo und ation a nd Los Ala mo s Hi storical So ciety approa ched
Hele ne Suyd am and R. Be rge n Suyd am, the cur re nt o w ner s of t he Lo s Al amos ho use where J.
Robert Oppe nhei mer and hi s f amily lived, about t heir willing ne ss to co nside r a “livi ng trust” ag reeme nt.
On Tuesd ay, Octo ber 28, 2003, i n Lo s Ala mo s, NM, t he S uyd ams sig ned a ret ai ned life
e st ate agree me nt t hat provide s title to t he
ho use to t he Lo s Alamo s Hi stori c al Society
w hile they c an co nti nue to live the re. Thanks
to t he gene ro sity of the Suyd am s, f ut ure ge ner atio ns will be able to e njo y se ei ng t he house
as it w as whe n J. Ro ber t Oppe nhei mer and hi s
f amily lived t here fr om 1 943 to 1945.
On June 25, 2 004, Se nator Pete Dome nici
and Governo r Bill Richard so n joi ned i n dedic ati ng t he ho use and unveili ng a pl aque to be
pl aced o n it. Thi s cere mo ny was part of t he Oppenheimer’s Los Alamos residence and the current home
of Helene and R. Bergen Suydam
Atomic Herit age Fo und atio n’ s event s to co mmemo rate t he Oppe nhei mer Ce nte nni al. As a
co mp anio n to t hi s p roperty, t he Lo s Al amo s Hi sto rical Society hope s to acq uire t he Art s and Cr afts
Cott age t hat o nce was ho me to Enri co Fer mi and Hans Bet he a nd thei r f amilie s. The Cott age co ul d
be re sto red as a bed-and -breakf ast fo r vi siting scholar s and scie nti st s as well as be opened to t he
p ublic o nce it i s re st ored wit h Manhatt an Pro ject e ra f urni shi ng s.

Page 9

Atomic Heritage Foundation

Featured
Project
Introduction
The June 25 and 26, 2004 events to
commemorate the centennial of J.
Robert Oppenheimer and the Manhattan Project at Los Alamos, NM
were a great success. At the
Bradbury Science museum, over 800
visitors from 15 states came to hear
Manhattan Project veterans’ stories
of wartime Los Alamos and over 300
took guided bus tours. The turnout
for these events underscored the
fascination that people have with
the top-secret Manhattan Project
and the remarkable work of scientists and others at Los Alamos.

Tours and Presentations
Narrated by historians, veterans
and children of the Manhattan Project, visitors rode over the mesas
where the Manhattan Project workers produced the bomb. In addition,
guides pointed out the houses where
they lived, the canyons where they
hiked, and the Fuller Lodger where
they partied to escape the tensions
of wartime Los Alamos.
At the Bradbury Science Museum,
visitors were also given a “virtual
tour” of the top-secret sites behind
the security fence at the laboratory
by the Los Alamos National Laboratory’s John Isaacson. Manhattan
Project veterans McAllister Hull
and John Mench contributed their
stories and insights on the guided
bus tours as well as in presentations
running all day at the museum.
Along with the virtual tours and
presentations, the museum also
showed the short documentary The
Town that Never Was.
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Centennial Events
Oppenheimer and the Manhattan Project
June 25 and 26, 2004 ~ Los Alamos, NM
Dedication of the Oppenheimer
House at Los Alamos
The home in which the Oppenheimer family lived during the Manhattan Project was recently acquired by the Los Alamos Historical
Society. The house’s current owners, Bergen and Helene Suydam,
graciously opened the home up so
visitors could get an intimate sense
for where J. Robert and Kitty Oppenheimer lived with their toddler
and new baby during those twentyseven months that changed history.
Following the open house, New
Mexico Governor Bill Richardson
and Senator Pete Domenici dedicated the Oppenheimer house with
a plaque that will be permanently
placed on the historic property.
Grandson Charles Oppenheimer
and Los Alamos National Laboratory Director Pete Nanos shared
reflections on the historic significance of the home and Oppenheimer’s role.
Nanos then presented to the Los Alamos Historical
Society a check for $50,000 to help
restore the house. These funds are
part of a $700,000 Save America’s
Treasures grant received by the
Laboratory to restore and interpret
Manhattan Project properties.

Symposium
On Saturday, hundreds of people
from around the country attended a
Symposium on “Oppenheimer and
the Manhattan Project,” opened by
Senator Jeff Bingaman of New Mexico. The program featured the
“Who’s Who” of Manhattan Project
historians and authors, former stu-

dents, life-long friends and colleagues of Oppenheimer.
The keynote address was given by
Pulitzer-prize winner Richard Rhodes, author of The Making of the
Atomic Bomb. Other speakers included Gregg Herken, Brotherhood
of the Bomb; Robert Norris, Racing
for the Bomb; Ferenc Szasz, The
Day the Sun Rose Twice; Kai Bird,
co-author with Martin Sherwin of
forthcoming book on Oppenheimer;
New Mexico State University Public
History Director Jon Hunner; novelist Joseph Kanon, Los Alamos; Manhattan Project veteran Maurice
Shapiro; Oppenheimer student Ed
Gerjuoy; relative Andy Oppenheimer and David Pines, a lifelong
friend of Oppenheimer.
The preliminary proceedings of the
Symposium and DVD recordings are
available from the Atomic Heritage
Foundation’s on-line store.

Collaborative Effort
The Atomic Heritage Foundation
presented the program with the Los
Alamos Historical Society, Los Alamos National Laboratory, Los Alamos Tourism and Visitors Bureau,
National Atomic Museum, New
Mexico State Historic Preservation
Division, New Mexico Heritage
Preservation Alliance, Recursos de
Santa Fe and other partners. Sponsors included the Los Alamos Lodgers’ Tax Advisory Committee of the
Los Alamos County, Los Alamos National Bank, Washington Group International, Bechtel National and
the Department of Energy.

Annual Report

Senator Jeff Bingaman
Richard Rhodes, Keynote Speaker

Gov. Richardson and Sen. Domenici unveiling plaque

Presentation of check to Los Alamos Historical Society

John Mench

Symposium Presenters

McAllister Hull
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On June 25, and 26, 2004, the Atomic
Heritage Foundation organized events at
Los Alamos with the Los Alamos Historical Society, Los Alamos National Laboratory and other partners to commemorate
the Oppenheimer centennial. Highlights
were the dedication of his house by Senator Pete Domenici and Governor Bill
Richardson and a day-long symposium
with keynote speeches by Senator Jeff
Bingaman, National Nuclear Security

Administration Deputy Everet Beckner,
NM Cultural Affairs Director Dan Ashman, and Richard Rhodes, author of The
Making of the Atomic Bomb. See inside
story on page 10 for further details.
DVDs of the dedication ceremony and the
Symposium are available through the
Atomic Heritage Foundation’s website at
www.atomicheritage.org or by calling
202-293-0045.

